


THE CIRCULAR. 


PUBLISHED SEMI-WEEKLY,] 


VOL. If. 


DEVOTED TO THE SOVEREIGNTY 


BROOKLYN, N. Y., 


OF JESUS CHRIST. 


NOVEMBER 12, 185 


| 


[BY J. H. & G. 


3. NO. 104, 





ApvertiseMments.—For the benefit of transient rea-ers. and others 
who are seeking acquaintance with us, we keep on our first page, as 
advertisements, a variety of short articles sufficient to give a general 
view of what we believe. and of the aim of The Circular. 

THE CIRCULAR, 
Is a paper issued twice a week, (Wednesdays and 
Saturdays,) by Communists, and adherents of the 
Kingdom of God, as founded in the Primitive 
Church. Its primary interest is the 

SOVEREIGNTY OF JESUS CHRIST, 
and the improvement of character in the things 
which are ‘ unseen and eternal.’ Subordinately, it 
will give attention to every thing that is passing, 
and offer a free commentary on the prominent 
facts and opinions of the time. It employs in its 
preparation 

NO HIRELING 
but is edited and printed by the family of the 
Brooklyn Commune, and is offered to all who de- 
sire it, (as the gospel is,) 
FREE OF CHARGE: 

trusting its support to the cause it advocates, and 
the voluntary return contributions (monthly or 
otherwise,) of its readers. With the prospect of 
growing toa daily issue, our Press seeks for the 
full cooperation, literary and editorial, as well as 
pecuniary, of all who sympathize with its objects. 
Every Communist is interested and invited to be- 
come its correspondent for the locality in which 
he lives; and thus by the natural progress of its 
principles, the Circular will gradually combine 
an editorial body of correspondents, reporters, 
&e., that will make it a superior medium of infor- 
mation from all parts of the country and world. 

22=-Those who wish us tostate a definite price 
for the paper, choosing to pay for it, may send 
TWo DOLLARS for the yearly volume. 

Address—“ The Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 


SALVATION FROM SIN, 


THE GIFT OF THE GOSPEL. 


_—eeer AARP RADA 


SERVICE WHATEVER, 








‘* Thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall save 
his people from their sins.” (Matt. 1: 21.) 

** Whosoever is born ef God doth not commit sin ; 
for his seed remaineth in him: and we CANNor SIN, 
because he is born of Ged.” (1 John 3: 9.) 





““ WHAT THE LAW COULD NOT DO, IN THAT [1 
WAS WEAK THROUGH THE FLESH, GOD SEND- 
(NG HIS OWN SON IN THE LIKENESS OF SIN- 
FUL FLESH, AND FOR-SIN, CONDEMNED SIN IN 
THE FLESH! THAT THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF 
THE LAW MIGHT BE FULFILLED IN US, WIIO 
WALK NOT AFTER THE FLESH, BUT AFTER THE 
SPIRI’.’7— ROM. X. 3, 4. 





The practicability of attaining Salvation from Sin 
was abundantly verified by the Primitive Church ; 
Paul was an example of it. And if in after ages 
this truth was lost sight of and denied, it neverthe- 
less is being now revealed, in the light of Pavt’s 
Gosret, as the consummation of Christianity. 


THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST, 
Anno Domini 70, or ‘ immediately after? the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, at the close of the 
Bible record and the Apostolic age. 





«‘ Immediately after the tribulation of those days, 
ghall the sun be darkened; ... . and then shall 
appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven; ... . 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the 
clouds of heaven with great power and glory. .... 
Verily I say unte you, This generation shall not pass 
till all these things be fulfilled.” (Matt. 24.) 

«© Ye shall not have gone over the cities of Israel 
till the Son of man be come.” (Matt. 10: 23.) 

‘«* Verily I say unto you, There be some standing 
here which shall not taste of death, till they see the 
Son of man coming in his kingdom.” (Matt. 16; 28.) 

‘ff | will that he tarry till} come, what is that 
to thee?” (John 21: 22.) 

« Little children, it is the last hour, .... Be- 
hold, I come quickly.”---John, in Epis. & Rev. 





The fact that Christ's Second Coming, with its con- 
eomitants, the first judgment, and the first resur- 
rection, took place at the period indicated, is estab- 
lished on every page of the New Testament—by his 
own plain, unqualified predictions--by the apostles’ 
repeated endorsements of taem--by the fulfillment 
of all the signs that were to precede the event— 


and by the universal expectation of the Primitive 


Church concerning it. The evidence of the Bible-- 
God's word——to this fact, needs no. further confirma- 
tion. *‘ Let God be true, and every man a liar.’ 


THE KINGDOM OF COD, 
FOUNDED IN THE INVISIBLE ‘* MANSIONS” BY 
CHRIST AND HIS FOLLOWERS 
180) YEARS AGo, 

AND NOW 
BEING EXTENDED .TO THIS 
WORLB AND HADES, UNITLNG THREE WORLDS 
PLATFORM Of THE SECOND RESURRECTION. 

«‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on garru 
AS If IS IN HEAVEN.” (Matt. 6: 10.) 

«In the dispensation of the fullness of times, he wil} 
gather together 1n one [or under one head] all things 
in’Christ, both which are 1n HEAVEN, aad which are 
on EARTH: even in him.” (Eph. 1: 10.) 








ON .THE 





trom the first proclamation of John the Baptist, to 
the last of John the apostle, the uniform testimony 
was, “The kingdom of heaven is at wanv.” The 





crisis thus waited for by the Primitive church, came, 
and its signal appeared in the sight of all people, in 
the awful overthrow of Jerusalem and the Jewish 
Nation. Hence, instead of looking into the dim and 
distant future for the commencement of that dynasty 
which shal! ultimately supersede all national combi- 
nations, we look backward, and behold the standard 
of the world’s appointed Sovereign, already planted 
on the territory to be conquered, and waving iu tri- 
numph over its first and bloodiest field of battle. The 
‘*coming of the Son of man 1n u1s KINGDOM,” like the 
gospel, was “to the Jew first,” but it will be ‘‘also 
to the Gentile.” The same issue which, eighteen 
hundred years ago was made between Jesus Christ 
and the Jews, on his title to the throne, and which 
was decided by the destruction of their capital city, 
and the extinction of their national existence, will, 
in due time, be made between him and every other 
nation under heaven. As the period appointed for 
the trial of that issue hastens onward, it will be well 
for the potentates and politicians of the world to look 
into the history of the trial that is already past, and 
‘count the cost’ of a war with the Kingdom of God. 
The destruction of Jerusalem, viewed as the sign of 
the coming of the Son of man to assume the govern- 
ment of the world, gives an awful emphasis to the 
admonition—* Be wise, now, therefore, Oye kings; 
be instructed, ye judges of the earth. Serve the 
Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling. Kiss 
the Son, lest he be angry, and ye perish by the 
way, when his wrath is kindled but a little. Blessed 
are all they who put their trust in him.” 


COMMUNISM, 
AN INSTITUTION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT ;— 
THE SOCIAL ORDER OF HEAVEN. 





«When the day of Pentecost was fully come, they 
were all with one accord in ove place. And sudden- 
ly there came a sound from heaven, as of a rushing 
mighty wind. .... And they were all filled with 
the Holy Ghost. .... And all that believed were 
together; and Hap aLL THINGS common; and sold 
the:r possessions and goods, and parted them to all 
men, as every rman had need.” (Acts 2.) ‘* And the 
multitude of them that believed were of one heart 
and of one soul: neither said any of them that aught 
of the things which he possessed was his own; but 
they had au. turnes common.” (4: 82.) 

**In the resurrection they neither marry, nor are 
given in marriage.” (Matt. 22: 30.) 

** All mine are thine, and thine are mine.” —Jesus 


hagas Its Foundation, 
‘GOD OWNS ALL THINGS’ 
Its Mode of Distribution, 
BY INSPIRATION. 
Its Government, 
FREE CRITICISM. 
Its Result, 
UNITY AND IMMORTALITY. 


Deliverance from 
DISEASE AND DEATH. 


Foretold in the Prophets, 
Fulfilled by Christ. 








“He will swallow up Dearn in Vicrory ; and the 
Lord God will wipe away tears from off all faces; 
and the rebuke of his people shall be taken away 
from off all the earth ; for the Lord hath spoken it.” 
Isaiah 25: 8. 

«¢ Forasmuch as the children are partakers of flesh 
and blood, [Christ] also himself likewise took part of 
the same; that through death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil; and 
deliver them who through fear of death were all 
their lifetime subject to bondage.” Heb. 2: 14, 15, 

‘“‘T am the resurrection and the life: he that believ- 
eth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live; 
and whosoever liveth, and believeth in me, sHaLL 
Never diz. Believest thou this ?”--Jesus Christ, in 
John 11: 25, 26. 

“T John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming 
down from God, out of heaven, prepared as a bride 
adorned for her husband. And God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes ; and there shall 


be No mone peatH.” Rev. 21: 2-4. 





In the Kingdom of God, Immortality is the Narv- 
rat Law, and Communism furnishes its appropri- 


ate conditions. 


~ Associated Communities. 
at 

Newark, N. J. 

Wallingford, Ct. 

Cambridge, Vt. 





Oneida, N. Y¥. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Putney, Vt. | 


The above Associations hold a common interest in 
all things, and are accustomed to interchange their 
services freely, inmen and money. Any means in 
the possession of one is used for the benefit of the 
whole. Persons proposing to connect themselves with 
either of the Community Stations, ought, first, to un- 
derstand and hold by heart, our religious and social 
doctrines ; secondly, to count the cost of enlisting for 
life; thirdly, to get their freedom from any claims of 
kindred, &c. ; and fourthly, to pay all their debts, or 
atleast disclose them, that we may know their situa- 
tion. Joining us is like marriage; and these are 
simply the prudent preliminaries of such a decisive 
act. Ifthe parties are notin sympathy, or are in 
external circumstances unfavorable to a union, it is 
better for them to remain friends, than to venture 
on a closer connexion. 





PROGRAMME OF THE MILLENNIUM. 


Sovereignty of Jesus Christ, dating from his 
Second Coming, A. D. 70. 

Co-sovereignty of the Primitive Church, raised 
from the dead at the Second Coming. 

Unity of all Believers, in this world and in Ha- 
des, with the one Kingdom in the Heavens. 

Resurrection of the Spirit, abolishing Sin and 
Selfishness. 

Resurreetion of the Body, overcoming Disease, 
renewing Youth, and abolishing Death. 

Community of Property of all kinds, with In- 
spiration for distribution. 

Dwelling together in Association, or Complex 
Families. 

Home Churches and Home Schools. 





Meetings every Evening. 

Lord’s Supper at every Meal. 

Free Criticism the Regulator of Society. 

Horticulture the leading business for subsistence. 

A Daily Press, divorced from Mammon, and 
devoted to God. 


Jublications at this Office. 

THE BEREAN; a Manvat ror the ner or 
THOSE WHO SEEK THE FAITH OF THE PRIMITIVE 
Cuurcu.—By J. H. Noyes. 500 pages octavo.— 
Price, $1,00; or if persons wish to have the post- 
age pre-paid, $1,50. 

The Berean contains free, outline discussions of 
the great Religious topics of interest—Salvation 
from Sin, The New Birth, The Second Coming, 
Resurrection, Origin of Evil, Our Relations to the 
Heavenly Church, Abolition of Death, Condensa- 
tion of Life, &c., &e..—treated strictly according 
to Bible evidence, but developing many new and 
interesting conclusions, diflering widely from those 
of the old Theology. All who wish to under- 
stand Communism,—its constitutional basis, and 
prospects of success, should acquaint themselves 
with the contents of this book. It can be sent by 
mail to any part of the country 


Tue Crrcvtar, Vou. 1, and Tur Perrectionist. 
A few copies can be supplied, on application. 
Sa.vaTion From Sry, ExpLainep AnD DEFENDED. 

By J. H Noyes. 
The Seconp anp Tuirp Annuat Reports of the 

Onermpa AssociaTION. 

These ave Pamphlets, which may be ordered by 
mail or otherwise, at 125 cts. each. Address, 
“The Circular, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 














| Latest Intelligence from Europe. 


BETWEEN TURKEY AND RUSSIA. 


HOSTILITIES 

It is reported by the last arrival from Ku- 
rope, that hostilities have actually commenced 
between Russia and Turkey. A telegraphic dis- 
patch received in Paris, states that “ two Russian 
re 





steamers with eight gunkoats forced the pass: 
ofthe Danube on the 23d, and encountered a brisk 
fire from the Turkish fort Isahtchi, between Reni 
and Ismail. The Russians had one colonel, three 
officers, and twelve sailors killed, and forty wound- 
ed, but pretend that they set the fort on fire by a 
shell.” The combined fleets of France and Eng- 
land had been placed at the disposal of the Sul- 
tan, and had passed the Dardanelles and anchor- 
ed in the sea of Marmore. It was not known 
whether this movement of the fleets was intend- 
ed to support the Turks in the war with Russia, 
or to assist the Sultan in suppressing any out- 
break of the populace in Constantinople that 
might occur. “The Turkish Government has offi- 
cially recognized Shamyl, and other Cireassian 
chiefs, giving them military rank as Turkish officers, 
and sending them arms and supplies. General 
Guyon, the Hungarian, is sent as Lieutenant-Gen- 
eral to Asia.” Another account, received by the 
same arrival, states that the Czar would back out 
of the Principalities rather than fight. This was 
conjectured to be the purport of the Czar’s reply 
to the request of France and England, that the 
Russians should evacuate the Principalities. 





Mr. Soule, the American Minister, before being 
received by the Spanish Government, was request- 
ed to modify some expressions in his address to 
the Queen, which were considered objectionable, 


-! and consented to do so. 





John Mitchell, another of the irish patriots, 
has recently escaped from Van Diemen’s Land, 
and with his family is on the way to New York, 
where he is expected to arrive about the 27th of 
the present month. 





A strong movement has commenced among the 
Sandwich Islanders, in favor of annexation to the 
United States. The Tribune thinks that step will 
be accomplished.: 

iain lai 

At the recent election, the citizens of Brooklyn 
and Williamsburg voted to unite the two cities 
under one municipal government. 

a + < 
Writers of the Circular. 

The writers in the present volume, whose articles 
have been signed with a single initial letter, may 
be known as follows: (u.,) Mrs. H. H. Skinner ; 
(w.,) Wim. A. Hinds; (a.,) A. W. Carr, who has 
also prepared most of the news items; (c.,) Chas. 
S. Joslyn; (1.,) Theo. L. Pitt; (1.,) 8. R, Leon- 
ard; (k.,) Geo. Campbell; (p.,) E. H. DeLatre. 





Letrers Recrrven.—A. Smith; A. Green; J. 
J. Franks; D. Hale; 8. Bailey; W. V. Seighman; 
KE. Moss; C. Degroff; J. Miles; D. M. Hopkins ; 
Hl. W. Burnham ; J. O. Barrett. 


i etnenesin 


Extracts from Correspondence. 


Moravia, N. Y., Nov. 9.—Nothing but inability 
to pay for them has hindered me from sending for 
your books. Perhaps you may call it pride-—it 
may be so; but reading so often in the Circular 
of your free-will offering for Christ, Tam conquer- 
ed: I have at length thrown myself on your gen- 
erosity for the Berean and Circular, and any oth- 
er books that may lead me to the truth, for which 
I have been seeking for years, trusting that in 
time I may be enabled freely to give, [I believe 
on Christ in my work, as your term is, and hope 
that God’s work will be done in me. E. M. 

iWe have entered your name on our list, and shall take pleas- 
ure in sending the paper when we resume, The Berean will be 





sent by mail.] 

Grand De Tour, Iil., Nov. 6.—We have been 
much interested in the paper of late. Enclosed is 
$38. Wishing to help in publishing the gospel of 
truth, we think with God’s favor we can aid to 
the amount of one dollar a month, and will try to 
do so. We have been prospered in everything 
beyond our expectations, and send you our best 
wishes. 8. B. 

Morrisville, Vi., Nov., 1853.—I have received the 
Circular and have taken much pleasure in looking 
over the contents. The enclosed sum is in sea- 
son to be noted in your last No. Those of my 
faith that have read it, are much pleased with the 
matter it contains. May the God of peace and 
consolation be with you, and save all our race in 
his own due time. Perhaps here is where we 
should split; but.J hope notin the other world; 
if in this. J. M. 

[Perhaps our Correspondent would get some new ideas on this 
subject, by reading an article on the * Origin of Evil? in the 
Berean.] 

Bluffton Wis., Oct., 30.—Surely the true basis 
of union is faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, by 
which we are baptized into his spirit, which is a 
spirit of unity and love. It follows, that by being 
partakers of Christ’s life we become Communists. 
For the language of that life is,‘ All mine are 
thine, and thine are mine.’ c. D. 

{Thanks for your communication. It comes a Jittle too late, 
you will perceive, for insertion in this vohume.] 

Hagerstown, Md., Nov. 7.—I am continually im- 
pressed with the necessity of a bold, hearty con- 
fession of Christ, as an infallible prescription for 
all evils of body and soul. here is an irresistible 
power behind a simple confession of Christ—God 
does respond to it ina manner to convince those 
who are sincere of the truth of Paul’s testimony, 
‘T hve, yet not 1, but Christ liveth in me.’ 

w. V. 8. 
Shepherdstown, Va., Nov. 6.—We have token up- 
on token of God’s presence among us, in the pro- 
gress of our little school. We find under the 
most trying circumstances, that he is near, ready 
to direct and counsel us. We recognize him as 
the Physician of our house, and know that he is 
willing to act in that capacity. We have no fear 
but that through Christ we can conquer the power 

of disease. M. L. 

Oneida Community, Nov. 10.—The idea of free- 
ing ourselves from debt, meets a hearty response. 
You will see from the tone of my late letters that 
this suggestion is perfectly in harmceny with my 
own feelings. I had a clear instinct onmy return 
from the West, that that was what God is calling 
us to; and the good luck that has attended our 
efforts shows me that we are acting in harmony 
with his purpose. J. R. M, 

Sangerville, Me., Nov. 8, 1853.—I have had 
occasion to see one number of your paper, devoted 
to matters in which I take a deep interest, as a 
minister of Christ. Will you forward me the 
paper ? J. 0. B. 

You will find an answer in the leading editorial of this pa- 
per. We will state however, in addition, that there are on 
hand afew complete files of the present volume, andof the 
lust. which we will furnish on application. 

Cambridge, Vt., Nov. 8.—We find much edifi- 
cation in opening our hearts to Christ and tho 
Primitive church—taking in large drafts of the 
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revival spirit. Last night the spirit and fellow- 
ship of Paul seemed near to us, and we all con- 
fessed our abandonment to him. The family here 
is small now, but the Community spirit reigns 
over us notwithstanding. H. W. B. 


THE CIRCULAR. 


BROOKLYN, IOV. 12, 1853. 
Office of The Circular, a 


NO. 43 WILLOW PLACE, 
Near the South Ferry, (Atlantic st.) 





Affairs of the Circular. 

lu publishing the volume which is now closing, 
we have done three things which, so far as we 
know, have never been done before. 

1. We have published for an entire year, a 
nELigious SEMI-WEEKLY paper ; thus breaking 
the old rule that religion must speak only once a 
week, and taking one good step toward the estab- 
lishment of a rELIGious DAILY. 

2. We have published a rree Parer, sending 
it to all applicants without price; and thus have 
begun to bring the press into codperation with 
free churches and free schools, in the service of 
free education. 

3. We have gone through the year without once 
dunning or begging or exhorting any body to 
contribute to the support of the paper ; and thus 
have put the principle of free contributions to a 
rigidly fair test. 

The paper has been mainly supported by the 
six Associations with whichit is connected. This 
was expected, and indeed is not to be complained 
of: sinee the main object of the Circular has been 
wowedly to help the education of those Associa- 
tions. Nevertheless, it is a matter of interest, 

with reference to the prospects of the voluntary 
system which we have put to experiment, to look 
into the statistics of the subscriptions and receipts 
rom the circle outside of our Associations. With 
this in view, we publish in anuther column our 
hook-keeper’s report. 

The substance of the account is that with 475 
outside subscribers, we have received in free con- 
tributions, without dunning, 829 dollars; or de- 
ducting, as we ought to do, recent subscriptions, 
and callmg the average number of subscribers du- 
ring the year 409, we have received somewhat 
more than we should have done, if we had charged 
a subscription-price of two dollars, and collected 
it in the usual way of religious and reform papers, 
by devoting a good share of each paper to dunning 
and begging. 

This result, though by no means sufficient of 
course to support the paper, is certainly promis- 
ing; for by a summary calculation we judge that 
with the same proportion of receipts to subserip- 
tions, if we had 2000 outside subscribers, the pa- 
per would support itself without leaning on the 
Associations. 

We are satisfied from the tone of our corres- 
pondence and other tokens, as cvell as from the 
nature of the case, that there are at this moment 
more than two thousand persons in this country 
who would gladly become readers of the Circular, 
and help us according to their ability, if they 
could be found and made to know what we are 
doing. So that a sufficient foundation for a free 
press exists, though some time may be required 
to bring it to light and get possession of it. 

Our advertising faculty has but just begun to 
develop itself. But we are learning something 
every day. Perhaps we, and also our readers will 
find out by and by that we have been over-mod- 
est and scrupulous in respect to ways and means 
of extending the circulation of the paper. When 
a new correspondent tells us, (as it often happens.) 
how he met with a stray Circular by some curi- 
ous chance, and how well it suited him, and how 
eager he was to send for more, we sometimes 
have a twinge of conscience-querying, as to wheth- 
er the duty of finding out such hungry souls 
ought not to prevail over our aversion to prose- 
lyting obtrusiveness. ' 

But our enterprise is slowiy advertising itself 
by its fruits, which after all is the surest and best 
way. Our faith is confirmed by the past year’s 
experience, and by present tokens, that a free paper, 
honestly and earnestly devoted to the sovereignty 
of Jesus Christ, to Practical Christianity, to 
Communism and Victory over Sin and Death, 
must in the end securea free and bountiful support. 

So much of sunshine is upon us. Now for the 
shady side. The paper has thus far, as we have 
said, leaned chiefly on the resources of our Asso- 
ciations. Those resources are not unlimited, and 
at this particular time, in consequence of unex- 
pected demands on the one hand, and unexpected 
withholdments on the other, our friends at Onci- 


da and the other Communes are enjoying their 
share of the embarrassments of the times. We 
have not consulted them in respect to proceeding 
with the paper, and they, we know, are willing 
that we should go on, and fully expect at the mo- 
ment while we write, to carry the load which the 
expenses of the Circular impose upon them, right 
along as they have done. But after mature de- 
liberation we have decided, that as men who are 
determined to live honestly and owe no man any- 
thing, we are not authorized to issue the Circular 
longer, at least for the present, at their expense. 

We have intended. and we still intend, in the 
coming volume, to make the Circular a Tri-weekly. 
This of course will increase our outlay. But at 
the very juncture of this proposed advance, a 
combination of circumstances has straitened the 
affairs of those on whom we have relied, so that 
our demands on them ought to be and must be 
lightened. We take this as a signal, that the 
paper must either stop for the present, or must 
find resources outside of the Associations. 

The paper will go on sooner or later. A Tri- 
weekly, and at last a Daily Circular, we are per- 
suaded, are predestined. But if we cannot now 
make headway through the pack of our North 
West passage, we must wait till the ice thaws out 
and then try again. 

We will go on now if our fmends outside say 
the word. Any rich man among them who has a 
few thousand dollars to dispose of, can command 
us in this matter. If we stop the engme it will 
be only because we are short of cecal. The ship 
and men and machinery, are all in good order, 
and will be kept so; and the engine will start 
again the moment the coal arrives. 

The course that plainly opens before us is this, 
We shall suspend the publication of the Circular 
after the present number, till about the first of 
Before that date there will be time 
to hear from all our fellow-laborers. Let all who 
wish the continuance of the Circular, tell us how 
much they would rather give than see it stop, and 
how much we may rely upon for the coming year. 
We will then tell them whether we can go on. 

If the decision is to stop, we shall fall back on 
our old method of mail correspondence, as a sub- 
stitute for the paper, and set all hands at work 
to lay a broader and deeper financial founda- 


December. 


tion for the Circular, by paying the debts, and 
increasing the capital of our Associations, 





The March of the Bible. 
We have found matter of interest in looking at 
the Bible in the character simply of a historical 
fact. 
thority or inspiration, and inquire only what its 
actual career has been—what is the truth about its 
influence ? how far is it a potent element in hu- 
man affairs 2? Those who have no faith in the Bi- 
ble as the word of God, must at least acknowledge 
that it is one of the works of God, i. e., a permit- 
ted and providential fact; and a little reflection 
will convince them that it is of all facts, perhaps, 


Dismiss for the time the question of its au- 


the most stupendous and influential in the history 
of the world. 
how great a fact this matter of Bible influence 
has proved itself to be. 

In the first place this book has had entire pri- 
ority over all others in connection with printing 
and the Press. Probably it was the first book 
that ever was printed with types—the first in 
England and Germany, and wherever the art of 
printing origimally spread. Now-a-days the same 
fact is true of all heathen nations and tongues— 
their first book is a Bible. The Bible and the 
Press were married from the first discovery of 
types, and hand in hand they have traversed 
nearly the entire habitable globe, and in almost 
every nation the Bible has preceded all other books. 
Then the Bible stands foremost of all other 
books in point of circulation, immensely so.— 
Much is, said about the extraordinary circulation 
of Mrs. Stowe’s book—‘ Uncle Tom’s Cabin;’ it 
has been translated.into some half-dozen languages, 
and the extent of its publication, they say, has 
reached more than a million of copies. But how 
does this compare with the circulation of the 
Bible? The Bible has been translated into more 
than a hundred different tongues and dialects, or 
nearly all the known languages of the human race ; 
and to show its unparalleled circulation, it need 
only be stated that the British Bible Society 
alone, has issued more than eight millions of copies 
annually. The expression is sometimes used con- 
cerning such leading authors as Shakspeare and 
Milton, that their works rank ‘ next’ to the Bible, 
as though there was some comparative nearness 
between the two in point of influence and univer- 


A few simple statements will show 





sality. But the facts stated above. respecting the 


Bible’s circulation, show that there is no ground 
of comparison—that the Bible stands atone as 
the world’s book. And this is the case as a mat- 
ter of fact, quite independent of any question as | 
to its authority and inspiration. To mark the | 
contrast still more strongly, take the case of a| 
Iliad—one of the | 


cotemporary work—Homer’s 
most celebrated literary productions of antiquity. | 
There is a bare sprinkling of men here and there 
among the civilized nations, who know something | 
of this book—but to the great mass, it 1s a mere | 
matter of hearsay, and scarcely that—but very | 
few have ever read itor seen it. On the other | 
hand, the number of persons is comparatively | 
small, in the civilized world, who haye not a gen- 
eral understanding of the Bible. 

Passing in review the great fact of the unparal- 
leled circulation of the Lible, leads us to inquire | 
how it has affected the werla. 

In the first place, it has worked itself thorough- 
ly into connection with the fine arts—sculpture, 
painting, music, and poetry. Root up the Bible, 
and you would heave the very foundations of all 
these arts—the things that people love so well, 
and which address the strongest passions in hu- 
man nature. <A great portion of the material of 
sculpture, painting, and poetry, is taken from the 
Bible. 

The Bible, again, has leavened to a great extent 
the literature of the civilized part of the world.— 
As an index, just consider that those who hate the 
Bible, and would be glad to see it put down, are 
nevertheless induced by its inimitable quality, to 
spice their books and writings constantly with ex- 
tracts from it; and the Bible quotations they in- 
troduce form the most interesting part of their 
productions. It is difficult to read even a politi- 
cal speech without finding scriptural allusions and 
quotations. Whoever wishes to bring out what 
he supposes to be a bright idea, in the best way, 
is quite sure to clothe or adorn it with some Bi- 
ble figure. Shakspeare has been noted as a mag- 
azine of illustration and apt remark ; but in popu- 
lar use, there are a hundred Bible expressions 
employed for one of Shakspeare. 

Thus a single glimpse at the matter is enough to 
convince any one that Bible influence is a tremen- 
dous fact. And the more it is looked at, the great- 
erit will seem,and the more foolish it will appear 
for any one to neglect this fact who desires to un- 
derstand the secret of the world’s history. No 
other book has a Palace devoted to its sole pub- 
lication. No other book has gained that whole- 
hearted loyalty of mankind which ensures it a 
gratuitous circulation. That the Bible stands on 
this ground is a fact of great significance, concern- 
ing its power. 

In estimating the value and power of the Bible, 
it is further to be considered, that the progress of 
discovery does not outgrow the Bible, or lessen its 
influence. It has kept pace with the whole tide 
of improvement. Indeed, it was the Bible that 
started the ‘ revival of letters, as it is called; the 
Bible has furnished the stimulus for the present 
great expansion of the human mind in all depart- 
ments of knowledge and investigation. The wise 
philosophers therefore who now attempt to reject 
the Bible, have turned against that which gave 
birth to the very liberty of mind that they glory 
in. So too the Bible gave impulse to the whole 
Antislavery and reform movement in this coun- 
try; and for reformers now to turn against the 
Bible, is really to revile their own origin. 

Our adherence to the Bible, for which we are 
sometimes reproved by philosophical speculators, 
rests on other grounds than those we have consid- 
ered, relating to its power and popularity ; we be- 
heve that book is a revelation from God—a text- 
book of the Spirit of truth; and so that it de- 
serves all the success it is seen to have. But for 
those who would regard this as assumption and 
fanaticism, we have in reserve the appeal to facts, 
Despise the book as you may, just look at the fact 
of its power! Whatever opinions men may form 
of the character of the Bible, it is right at least 
to demand their attention to its providential mis- 
sion, and their respect to the fact that it has got 
an incradicable hold on human nature—substan- 
tial possession of the world. 





We offer our subscribers in this number, a gen- 
erally full Index of the contents of the volume. 








Our Press, as many will remember, has been 
subject to occasional interruptions, and intervals 
of suspension, from time to time. We confess we 
have thus far no objections, but on the whole like 
the degree of irregularity that Providence has 
marked out for our course. The suspension has 
in every case, resulted after a time in a renewal 





A Glimpse at the Cash-Book. 
The amount of money received for the present 
Volume of The Circular, from persons outside of 
the Associations, is given below, with the names 
of the contributors, and the sums contributed set 
opposite each name, 

It will be readily understood that this is not 
intended as a formal receipt, or any matter of ob- 
ligation to subscribers, since we have refused to 
keep accounts with them; it is only the privi_ 
lege we choose to take of giving the names of 
those who have furnished funds for the volume ; 
and as affording a certain basis of calculation, in 
regard to the operation of our favorite voluntary 
principle in connection with a Free Press. 

It 1s possible that money intended for The Circu- 
lar may have been sent, in a few instances, to the 
other Associations, without notice to us, and that 
other omissions or mistakes may occur in the list. 
If there are any such cases, persons will let us 
know, and it will be duly acknowledged : 


Allen, Joseph 32,00 | Lyvere, J. B. $8,00 
Bailey, 5. & family 10,00 Logan, Daniel 2.00 
Beach, Mary P. 4,00] Lea, Mrs. Sarah 2.00 
Bradley, Mrs $8. 3,00} Lull, W. A. 42 
Barnes, A. 2,00 | Linkletter, Samuel 2,00 
Bartlett, Julia H. 3,00|Linkletter, John 2,00 
Bliss, Mr. 2,00 | Leet, Harley N. 7,00 
Bearse, Olive 1,00 | Lovell, Mrs. Lydia 2,50 
Beebe, 8. W. 2,00 | Long, Francis 10,00 


Butcher, J. 
Conkling, G. 
Close, S. 


3,00 | Lunt, Martha 
1,00 and 2,00 
Cornwall, Titus 


200 Mason, E. C. 


2,00 | Mason, E. C, 1,00 


Carrier, KE, 4,00 | Macknet, Mrs. 1. 50,00 
Call, Sylvester 6,00 | Macknet, C. A. 100 
Clark, ‘Theodore E. 3,00 | Mabie, Mary 400 
Corning, Mrs. 1,00 | Mead, Mrs."M. J. 5.00 
Chapman, 8. 3,00 | Mix, Geo. C. 6.00 
Crittenden, L. 2,00 | Morse, Mrs. N. A. 2,00 
Chadwick, Mr. 2,00 | Mabie. John 100 
Clarke, Roswell 2,00 | Miles. John 2°00 
Cole, J. P. 1,00] Newbury. Dr. E. 1,00 
Coulson, John 5,00 | Near, Jacob 1,00 
Clay, C. C, 1,00| Olmsted, H. W. —5,00 
De Latre, R. S. 100,00 | Ormsby, L. 1,00 
Devoe, Dr. B. 5,00] Osman, Richard —1,00 
Devoe, M. G, 200 | Pitt, Theo. L. 1,00 
Degroft, Charles 6,00 | Palmer, Edward 2.00 
Doremus, J.C. 5,00 { Pratt, R. 1,00 
Eaman, C. 3,00 | Paige, P. W. 3,00 
Ehle, Harmon, 00 | Puzey, Mr. 2,00 
Franks, J. J. 27,00| Palmer, Mrs. P, —_—-1,00 
French, Horace B. 2,00] Parcher, Mrs. L. 2,00 
Field, Mrs. Susan 10,00 | Quimby, E. L. 2,00 
Foote, P. M. 12} Robinson,G.W. 97,00 
Gurley, Daniel .50| Robertson, Wm. 7,00 
Graham, 'Thomas 3,00 | Rohrer, H., and 

Gray, John 2,00} M.A. Ward, 10,00 
Goldsmith, A. B. 3,00 Ramsey, A. L. 1,00 
Guiteau, L. W. 1,00 | Ross, Hugh 10,00 
Gibbs, Mrs. D. 1,00 | Roberts, Henry, 2,00 
Giles, J. E. 1,00 | Reid, Sam, D. 5,00 
Hancock, C. W. 2,00 | Sears Freeman 6,75 
Hewett, A. B. 1,00 | Sloan, Mrs. C. 4,00 
Hawley, Elizabeth 5,00 | Scott, R. 2,00 





Holmes, Reuben 2,00 | Seighman, Wm. V. 2,00 
Holister, Loren, 15,00 | Sibley, Mrs. 1,00 
Hopkins, Dolly M. 2,00} Shaw, Mrs. 2,00 
Hitchcock, Eli 12,25 | Seighman, Mrs. 1,00 
Hendrickson, W.D, 3,00 | Silliman, Miss 1,50 
Ilowe, Clarissa 1,00 | Safford, D. 1,00 
Hart, E. K. 5,00 | Sanderson, Julia 3,00 
Hale, John 2,00 | Turner, D. H. 2,00 
Hull, John S. 1,00 | Tobey, Mrs. Mary 70,00 
Hemingway, Jason 4,00|Thurbur, Thomas 2,00 
Howe, C. A. 1,00 | Truesdell, Thomas 1,00 
Hartwell, C. 1,00 | Ten Eyck, John —-1,00 
Hutchins, J. & Sons 9,00 | Weller, Frederick 5,00 
Hector, Thomas 5,00 | Warner, Janus 1,00 
Ilowes, Wm. 2,00 | Wilcox, Olive 1,00 
Johns, E. D. 1,00 | Waters, Mrs. Wm. 2,00) 
Jefts, A. M. 1,00 | Wood, Sophia F. 1,00 
Knowles, Mrs. W. 5.00 | Wright, Delia 7,50 
Karston, C. 2,00 | White, Tabitha 1,00 
Kelly, W. G. 6,00 | Willard, Samuel 50 
Lowry, John 15,00 | Worden, Wallace 3,00 
Lord, Mrs P. P. 3,00 _—_— 
Long, Daniel 10,00 $742.54 
In addition to the above, we have re- 
ceived from two friends in Mass., whose 
names are withheld, the sums, respec- 
tively, $5, and $25, ...............- $30,00 
Also, from a friend in Conn., $14, in 
money, and provisions estimated at $15, — $29,00 
Also, from Mr. Hiram Close, of Galves- 
ton, Texas, groceries and fruits estima- 
WB in Sotoss 2 tia sg atewes arene $28,00 
Total, $829,54 


We have also received several small donations 
from friends in Brooklyn, of which we do not know 
the definite value. 

The number of subscribers, not connected with 
the Associations, at the close of the present Vol- 


ume, is 475. 
ae a nee aeene ees 


To the generous subscribers who have given us 
‘ material aid,’ and those whose literary contribu- 
tions have helped to sustain the volume, as well as 
to every true-hearted reader and friend of the pa- 
per, we must express, on closing, our thankful re- 
membrance, and the unfailing sympathies of the 





with increased force and facilities of every kind. 


cause. 
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